Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LUSAKA 02537 I90936Z 
ACTION AE- 10 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 NSAE-00 
NSCE-00 SSO-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-OI INR-IO 
L-03 PA-0 1 SP-02 SS-I5 AID-05 TRSE-00 OMB-OI 
/066 W 

088477 I90943Z/II 

OR I907I9ZJUL78 
PM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8871 
INEO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LILONGWE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONPIDENTIAL LUSAKA 2537 

LONDON POR MOOSE AND LOW 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV RH US 

SUBJ: BRIEPING PRONT LINE ON HELMS AMENDMENT 

REF: STATE 180796 TOSEC 080140 

1. CHARGE BRIEFED UNDER SECRETARY POR POLITICAL AFPAIRS 
ZIMBA ON THE HPT .MS AMENDMENT PER REFTEL ON APTERNOON OP 
JULY 18. ZIMBA EXPRESSED THANKS POR OUR HAVING RAISED 
THE ISSUE SAYING HE PLANNED TO DO SO HIMSELP. HE SAID 
THAT RHODESIAN NEWS BROADCASTS HAVE HAD A DAILY ITEM ON 
THE HELMS AMENDMENT SINCE JUNE 28 AND THAT THIS WAS A 
MATTER OP CONCERN TO THE GRZ. 

2. ZIMBA MADE IT CLEAR THAT WHILE HE AND OTHER GRZ 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LUSAKA 02537 I90936Z 

OPFICIALS APPRECIATE THE DIVISION OF POWER IN THE U.S. 

SYSTEM OP GOVERNMENT, MANY DID NOT AND PASSAGE OP THE 
HELMS AMENDMENT WOULD OPEN THE U.S. TO SEVERE CRITICISM 
IN ZAMBIA. AT BEST THE PASSAGE OP THE AMENDMENT WOULD BE 
AN ACUTE EMBARRASSMENT TO THE U.S. AND VIEWED BY MANY AS 
A MAJOR SHIPT IN U.S. AFRICA POLICY. 
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3. ZIMBA WELCOMED THE DEPARTMENT'S STRONG OPPOSITION TO 
THE AMENDMENT AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THE ADMINISTRATION 
WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL IN GATHERING ENOUGH SUPPORT TO DEFEAT 
IT. HE ASKED THAT WE KEEP HIM INFORMED ON THE SUBIECT. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS CLEAR FROM ZIMBA'S REMARKS AND THE 
OBVIOUS INTEREST IN THE AMENDMENT THAT THE PASSAGE WOULD 
BE DAMAGING TO OUR IMAGE AND CREDIBILITY IN ZAMBIA. 

ZAMBIA'S UNDERSTANDING OF THE DIVISION BETWEEN THE EXECU- 
TIVE AND LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES NOTWITHSTANDING, THE GRZ 
WILL BE FORCED TO EXPRESS STRONG DISPLEASURE SHOULD THE 
AMENDMENT PASS. END COMMENT. 

BARCAS 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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